
The International Forum for Volunteering in Development (‘Forum’) is 
a global network of organisations involved in international volunteering. 

IVCO 2016

Forum’s annual conference (IVCO) brings together 
leaders of international volunteering agencies from 
around the globe in a unique dialogue focusing 
on the challenges and opportunities currently 
facing international development volunteering – 
longstanding, and newly emerging. IVCO allows 
Forum members to learn, exchange ideas and practice 
innovation, build supportive peer networks, and participate 
in shaping sectorial policy and advocacy initiatives.

Last year’s IVCO conference took place in Tokyo, Japan. 
Its theme was Making it Happen: Volunteering for the 
SDGs - New Goals, Models and Tools. Jointly hosted 
by JICA and Forum, it gathered heads of volunteer 
organisations and delegates from public, private, 
academic and NGO sectors around the world. An 
important outcome was the Tokyo Call to Action, a joint 
action statement committing Forum and other volunteer 
involving organisations (VIOs) to support efforts to 
achieve the goals through action at local, national and 
global levels. 

IVCO 2016 BONN, GERMANY
We’re thrilled to announce that in 2016, IVCO will be held 
in Bonn, Germany from 9th-12th October. The conference 
will be jointly hosted by United Nations Volunteers (UNV) 
programme, Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) and Forum. The theme is Increasing 
Resilience of Communities through Volunteering. To register 
or find out more www.ivco-2016-bonn.com.
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In my role as Executive 
Director of WUSC and Forum 
Board member, I have found 
the annual IVCO conference to 
be the key event, a ‘must do’ in 
the diary. 

IVCO provides an opportunity for 
thought leaders in volunteering 
for development to come 
together, work together, and 
most importantly, reflect upon 
and continuously improve our 
work and reach in volunteering 
for development.

Chris Eaton 
Forum Board member
Executive Director WUSC

http://forum-ids.org/conferences/ivco/ivco-2015/the-tokyo-call-to-action/
https://www.ivco-2016-bonn.com/


 

Information Sharing 
Forum’s website is a great source of 
information about international volunteering for 
development. Members share research, trends, 
experience and good practice in a dynamic 
online environment. 

Forum also commissions research on key 
issues relating to international volunteering, 
presenting findings at the annual conference. 

Past papers can be found at www.forum-ids.
org/research/forum-research/

Our Vision
Forum is a movement of volunteers working 
towards a world where no-one is left behind. 
Forum aims to promote the value and impact 
of international volunteering for development 
so that it is recognised and included in national 
and international development policy. 

Forum exists to advance good practice in 
international volunteering and maximise the 
potential of international volunteering and 
cross-cultural collaboration in the creation of 
strong, sustainable development outcomes and 
a fairer, more just world. 

Our Charter
The Forum Charter outlines the principles, 
values and ethical behaviour underpinning 
international volunteering for development.

The Forum Charter recognises that:
International volunteering is a uniquely • 
innovative and effective avenue for the 
creation of constructive relationships 
between nations, communities, individuals 
and across cultures. 

International volunteering, when based on • 
respectful, open human to human relationships 
and mutual exchange can be a catalyst for 
practical achievement in tackling shared 
development challenges, contributing in 
practical ways to the creation of a fairer, more 
caring and socially just world. 

The opportunity to engage in international • 
volunteering and cooperative work is a 
privilege. The openness and hospitality 
of host communities should always be 
acknowledged and valued as it is a core 
foundation for such exchange to occur.

To see the full Forum Charter visit: http://
forum-ids.org/about/vision-mission-charter/

About Us
Forum exists to share information, develop good practice and enhance cooperation 
across the international volunteering and development sectors. Founded in 1964 in 
Strasbourg, Forum was originally a peak body for European agencies. Today, Forum is a 
worldwide network with a growing global membership and influence.

To find out more visit us online at: www.forum-ids.org
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As  a part of a global 
collective, we are able to 

strengthen the  positioning 
of volunteering for 

development as a key 
means to achieve the 

SDGs, and thereby ensure 
that no-one is left behind.

Chris Eaton

http://forum-ids.org/research/forum-research/
http://forum-ids.org/research/forum-research/
http://forum-ids.org/about/vision-mission-charter/
http://forum-ids.org/about/vision-mission-charter/
http://forum-ids.org/


Membership of Forum is open to 
non-profit organisations including 
non-government and state bodies 
actively engaged in international 
volunteering and volunteering for 
development, whether as volunteer 
sending agencies or coordinating 
bodies working on behalf of others. 

For more information, please 
contact Ms Christina Jenkins, 
Executive Coordinator at 
www.forum-ids.org/contact

BECOME A MEMBER

“We recognize that people are at the centre of sustainable 
development and, in this regard, we strive for a 
world that is just, equitable and inclusive, and we 
commit to work together to promote sustained and 
inclusive economic growth, social development and 
evironmental protection and thereby benefit to all.”
Rio +20 Outcome Document 
The Future We Want

Members
Arbeitskreis Lernen und Helfen in Übersee (AKLHÜ)
Australian Business Volunteers (ABV)
AVI
Canadian Executive Service Organization (CESO)
Centre for International Studies and Cooperation (CECI)
Comhlámh
Crossroads International
Cuso International
Federazione Organismi Cristiani Servizio Internazionale 
Volontario (FOCSIV)
FK Norway (Fredskorpset)
France Volontaires
Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit 
(GIZ) GmbH
Hungarian Volunteer Sending Foundation (HVSF)
International Service (IS)
Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)
Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA) 
Oxfam-Québec
Peace Corps
Raleigh International
Singapore International Foundation (SIF)
Unité
United Nations Volunteers (UNV)
Volunteer Service Abroad (VSA) 
Voluntary Service Overseas (VSO)
World University Service of Canada (WUSC)
Zavod Voluntariat

Associate Members
Australian Red Cross
Center for Social Development (CSD)
Nepal Friendship Society (NFS)
Rural Women’s Network Nepal (RUWON Nepal)
Scope Global
Uganda National Volunteers Link (UNVL)

http://forum-ids.org/contact/

