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A brief re-cap on IYV

–Proposed by Japan in 1997

–Co-sponsored by 123 countries

–Approved by GA in November 1997

–Celebrated worldwide in 2001
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UN General Assembly

.  A major outcome of the Year has been a collective 
recognition by Governments of the role and contribution of 
voluntary action and of the need to adopt strategic 
approaches to enhancing the environment for such action 
to flourish. Global trends towards greater self-help, 
decentralization participatory democracy and networking 
are all having an impact on citizen participation, and 
volunteerism is one defining characteristic. The challenge 
now is to consolidate successes attained, build on the 
momentum created by the Year and move the volunteer 
agenda forward. (A57/352, para 56) 
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Key messages of IYV

• Recognition

• Promotion

• Facilitation

• Networking

4



Goals of +10 (suggested)

• Reinvigorate the spirit of IYV

• Maintain the four pillars

– Further promote recognition of the contributions of volunteers to society, and 
peace and development

– Promote better understanding of how volunteerism can change the nature and 
pace of development (MDGs)

– Provide a platform for continued advocacy and policy development

– Facilitate linkages and cooperation among VIOs

• Bring the voices of volunteers to the attention of policy decision-makers
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Key activities for +10

• Reactivation of National Committees

• Local, regional consultations

• European Year of Volunteers (and other regions?)

• GA session – bring the voices of volunteers to the international stage  

• GA resolution with strong recognition of the value of volunteerism to 
society

–  with recommendation to governments for institutional support

– With call on governments and society to support and fund volunteer initiatives

• Show-casing of volunteers in action

• Improved tools for networking
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Key activities planned by UNV

• Stakeholder consultation in Bonn 22-23 October

• Support to local initiatives in developing countries

• State of the World Volunteerism report

• Exhibition on Volunteers of the World at the UN during the GA

• Goodwill Ambassadors and Messengers for Peace

• Why I volunteer

• Close the year with worldwide recognition for volunteers and 
their contributions
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