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Outline of the session 

 

Opportunities and key moments on the horizon  

 

 

 

Post-2015 Volunteering Working Group Objectives and  

activities to date 

 

 

The Lima Declaration  

 

Call to Action 



436 days and counting…. 

 

“Volunteerism should be an integral part of the post-2015 
development framework….The mainstreaming of volunteer 
engagement will ensure that people are placed at the the heart of 
sustainable peace and development efforts.”  A Life of Dignity for All, 
the Secretary General’s report to the UN, 2011 

 

 
“Volunteerism is a source of community 
strength, resilience, solidarity and social 
cohesion.  It brings about positive social 
change by fostering respect for diversity, 
equality and the participation of all. It is 
among society’s most vital assets”.  Ban Ki 
Moon, 2009 
 



Working Group Objectives 

 

 
 

 

Asking for a framework that 
recognises and supports the role of 
volunteering in development. 
 

Advocate for the systematic 
integration of volunteerism in the 
Sustainable Development Goals by 
recognizing them as a named 
partner in development cooperation 
alongside civil society, the private 
sector, government and other 
institutions and stakeholders. 
 



Key Activities to date 

Development of key messages document 
 

Open Letter to Member States 
 

Feedback on Zero Draft of the SDG’s 
 

Participation at High Level Events 
 

500 Ways, 500 Days campaign 
 

IAVE Call to Action 
 

Planning for International Volunteering Day 2014 
 



Key Opportunities on the Horizon 



Ottawa IVCO 2012 



IVCO 2012, IVCO 2013, IVD 2013, SoCS 2014,  

IAVE 2014… 



In key messages: …Proactively align multi-stakeholder priorities, 
including those of government, civil society, volunteers and private 
sector actors. 

 



Next steps: 
 

• Be heartened by progress but keep going 

• Synthesis report is key 

• Taking Volunteerism to the National level key 

• Engage with intergovernmental process Dec 2014-
September 2015 

• Be ready to implement the SDGs 

• Give input to the 10 Year Action Plan  

 



Integrating volunteering in the next decade: 10-

year plan of action  

In 2012, the UN General Assembly requested "the Secretary-General to 
[present] a plan of action to be developed by the United Nations Volunteers 
programme to integrate volunteering in peace and development in the next 
decade and beyond [...]." (A/Res/67/138). 

UNV has put together a Zero Draft of the 10-year 
Plan of Action for consultation 

The plan aims at integrating volunteering in 
policies and programmes through a more 
purposeful, strategic and collective long-term 
approach covering the first decade of SDG 
implementation. 
 
Based on feedback received, UNV will revise the 
Plan before submission to the UN General 
Assembly in 2015. 

 



THE LIMA DECLARATION 



Overview  

 

• Introduction and context 

 

• Priorities and messages 

 

• Call to action 

 

• Two appendices 

 



Priorities and Messages 

 

• Recognition of ‘volunteer groups’ as a named partner 

• Strong participation and governance goal 

• Human and social capital 

• Enabling environment for volunteering 

• Involvement in development planning and 
implementation 

• Capacity development and awareness raising 

• Means of Implementation 



Call to Action  
 

 

 

Direct engagement with national governments 

 

 

Broader civil society engagement 
 



Engaging in the process  

nationally 
 



 

 

 

 

National opportunities for 

engagement 

Recognition of Volunteerism in the Post 2015 SDGs will 
come from Member State action 

NOW we have to influence our own Government and 
support our partners to do the same in their country 

Advocating for Supportive, Enabling environment for 
volunteering at national level goes hand in hand with 
global recognition 



Actions undertaken already 

UNV deployed dedicated post-2015 volunteers in more than 
30 countries 
 

VSO : Kenya, Uganda, Cambodia, Bangladesh and Rwanda 

France Volontaires 

VSA 



In Canada: 

Sharing Forum advocacy activities with CCIC and members 
of Canadian VCOs and CSOs (outside the volunteering 
sector) 
 

Identify Canadian government key priorities for post 2015 
And analysing CCIC post 2015 strategy and identify hooks 
 

Try to influence CCIC and post2015 Canadian government 
focal point to include contributions of volunteerism 
 

Sharing of information, strategies eventually toolkit with 
our Country Offices and partners. 
 















Find out more and submit stories 

 

www.500ways.org 

#500ways 

 

www.500ways.org/submit 

Email: contact@500ways.org 

Dropbox – email james.obrien@vso.ie 
 

http://www.500ways.org/submit
http://www.500ways.org/
http://www.500ways.org/submit
http://www.500ways.org/submit
mailto:contact@500ways.org
mailto:james.obrien@vso.ie


Established by the UN GA in December 1985 
 

IVD is celebrated annually on 5 December 

This year’s theme: People’s participation 

Tagline: Make change happen, volunteer! 



Call for Action 
 

 
Suggest an action that an/your 

organisation or volunteers can take to 
use this declaration (and toolkit) to 
make sure that these messages are 

delivered strongly to decision makers in 
the next year. 


