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Report on FORUM activities in 2008
This report covers the period from January to December 2008, in line with the annual accounts.
During this period there was one annual general meeting of FORUM members in Siem Reap,
Cambodia on 26th November.
Executive Board of Officers
Three long‐standing members stepped down from the Executive Board of Officers at the end of
the year. Cliff Allum (SKillshare International), Tor Elden (Fredskopset) and Karen Takacs (CCI).
Three new members joined the Executive ‐ Peter Christiansen (MS‐Denmark), Deidre Murray
(Comhlámh) and Brian Rockcliffe (VSO Federation). Flavia Pansieri (UNV) was elected but clarified
later that she could only serve in an advisory capacity.
Membership
A new membership structure was put in place in 2008. At the end of December 2008 the
membership of FORUM expanded from 17 to 20 members. This was an increase of three
members who are most welcome to the international learning and co‐operative network.
Activities
During the course of the year, FORUM has undertaken the following activities:
 Member links and network promotion
The FORUM website www.forum‐ids.org has been re‐designed and a fresh new look was
created in June 2008. New online membership and enquiry forms were created as part of
this process and have already led to many new enquiries. A Member Newsletter section has
also been created on the website and we invite members to submit their newsletters to be
publicised regularly on the FORUM site.
Executive members and the FORUM Coordinator have either visited or corresponded with
Members through out the year, and actively encouraged new agencies to join.
 European Workshop
The 2008 European Conference was held in Dublin, Ireland from 26th‐27th June. The
conference was hosted by Comhlámh and funded by Irish Aid at the new Volunteering Centre.
The theme was “Best Practice in International Volunteering and Co‐operation”. Its
proceedings are covered by a separate report available on the FORUM website.
 IVCO 2008
IVCO 2008, held in Cambodia from 24th – 26th November, was hosted by AVI and VSA with
additional support from NZAID. The conference focused on “Local Perspectives informing
Good Practice”. Its proceedings are covered by a separate report – also available on the
FORUM website.
 Research
Discussions were held with UNV to consider how there might be greater collaboration on
research. As a result of these discussions, Cliff Allum (Past FORUM Chair) attended the UNV
ACUNS conference in Bonn on 5‐7 June, presenting a paper on public engagement based on
the experiences of some FORUM members, and co‐ordinated a submission for the UN
Secretary General’s report on International Volunteering.

Cliff also attended the International Society for Third‐Sector Research (ISTR) conference on
"The Third Sector and Sustainable Social Change: New Frontiers for Research" in Barcelona
July 9th ‐12th. This was a major internationally focused conference, bringing together
academic researchers and practitioners on all aspects of third sector activity. Arising from
this a new research initiative on the impact of volunteering is being developed – and will be
discussed at IVCO 2009.
This year a Discussion Paper on “Gender Mainstreaming” was developed and discussed at
IVCO 2008. A research project on Cambodian partners’ perceptions of international
volunteering was also undertaken.
A Mapping Exercise was initiated in September with two aims in mind:
 To understand and document the scope and range of International Volunteering activities
in different parts of the world.
 To develop our existing database by scoping the organisations that engage in
International Volunteering and Co‐operation.
Future Directions
The Executive developed a consultative “Options Paper” covering a range of issues for discussion
at IVCO 2008 about future directions for FORUM. The paper and feedback from the members will
be used as the basis for drafting a new Strategic Plan 2010‐2012 for endorsement at IVCO 2009.
Resources
In May 2008, the FORUM Coordinator post was moved to Australia after six years of the position
being based in the UK. Many of FORUM’s Members are European‐based and whilst we continue
to focus on expanding membership in this region, a recruitment drive was planned for the
southern part of the globe and in regions where there is a lower representation of FORUM
Members.
In terms of finance:
 Income was more than budget, mainly due to grants from Irish Aid
and NZAID, and income from both IVCO 2007 and IVCO 2008 being received.
 Expenditure is more than budget as a result of expending in two
main areas. Unlike pervious year the finances for IVCO 2008 were
managed through the FORUM account which accounts for the higher figures
for IVCO support and Member events.
 At year end we had a surplus of € 15,969 as compared with a projected deficit of
€10,000.This was due to grant support for conference events and research.
2009
In the year ahead we will take forward the vision for FORUM including:
 Support IVCO 2009, hosted by HVSF in Hungary.
 Implement an agreed research programme.
 Develop a new Strategic Plan for 2010‐2012.

Deborah Snelson
Chair, International FORUM on Development Service
March 2009

Income and Expenditure Statement for 2008

2008
Actual
INCOME
Membership fees (Note 1)
existing members
new members
Government grants
Conference income (fees)
Research fund
Other income

€

2008
Budget
€

27,180

2007
Actual
€

27,700
2,000

18,572
1,017

6,000

20,010
18,540
13,045
268

€ 100

13,520
500
142

€ 79,043

€ 35,800

€ 33,751

22,000

22,000

20,000

227
1,632
7,766
14,140
9,437
5,377

1,500
1,000
4,000
10,000
5,500

459
2,021
3,138
3,368
5,341

1,067

500

128

1,008
420

1,100
300

1,077
290

Total Expenditure

€ 63,074

€ 45,900

€ 35,822

SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) for year

€ 15,969

-€ 10,100

-€ 2,071

TOTAL INCOME

EXPENDITURE
Staff salary
Pensions and payroll
Staff training
Staff travel
IVCO support
Member events
Research
Board expenses
Stationery
Communications
Web site and information
Subscriptions
Rent and building
Insurance
Support Services
Accounting
Bank charges

Prior year adjustment
Surplus c/fwd to Balance Sheet

-€ 2,000
€ 15,969

-€ 4,071

Research Fund Report for 2008
€

€

General Research Fund:
Balance of Fund at 01/01/08

-

Add INCOME
Member Donations:
PSO
HVSF
Unite

500
50
495
1,045

Less EXPENDITURE
Draft mapping exercise

1,392

Expenses

43
1,435
-390

Paid from General Funds
Balance of research fund at 31.12.2008

1,045

NIL

Irish Aid Research Fund:
INCOME
Less EXPENDITURE
Euro conference Comlamh research
IVCO research

12,000

4,000
4,002

Balance of fund at 31.12.2008 (Note 1)

8,002
€3,998

Note 1: It has been agreed that the balance of the fund can be transferred into
the General Research Fund for 2009
Note 2: Research income and expenditure is incorporated
into the overall Income and Expenditure Statement.

Statement of Receipts and Payments
€
Opening balance at bank at 1 January 2008:
Euro account
Sterling account (£251 @ 1.41)

51,358
354

Opening balance petty cash 1 January 2008

130
51,842

Add cash received per accounts
Less cash paid per accounts

Total

84,763
42,863

41,900

€93,742

Balance at bank at 31 December 2008:
Euro account
Sterling account (UK£251 @ 1.05)

Closing balance petty cash 31 December 2008

93,348
264

130
€93,742

Statement of Assets and Liabilities at 31 December 2008
2007

€

€

Assets:
There are no fixed assets.
Current assets comprise:
Debtors (Note 2)

2,780

8,500

93,348
264

51,358
354

130

130

Total current assets

96,522

60,342

Current liabilities (Note 3)

20,306

95

€ 76,216

€ 60,247

60,247
15,969

64,318
-4,071

€ 76,216

€ 60,247

Cash at bank as follows:
Fortis Bank Brussels:
Euro account
Sterling account
Petty Cash

Net current assets

Funds at 1st January 2008
Surplus for the year
Funds at 31 December 2008

Independent Examiner’s Report to the Board of the International Forum on
Development Service

I report on the accounts of the Association Sans But Lucratif (the organisation) for the
year ended 31st December 2008, which are set out on the attached spreadsheet.
Respective responsibilities of board members and examiner
As the board of the organisation you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts;
you consider that an audit is not required. It is my responsibility to state whether particular
matters have come to my attention. In carrying out this task I have considered it
appropriate to adopt the procedures specified in the General Directions given by the UK
Charity Commissioners under Section 43 (7)(b) of the Charities Act 1993, as amended by
the Charities Act 2006 .
Basis of independent examiner’s report
My examination included a review of the accounting records kept by the organisation and
a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also included consideration
of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from the
Secretariat Co-ordinator concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not
provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit and consequently I do not
express an audit opinion on the view given by the accounts.
Independent examiner’s statement
In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention:
1. which gives me cause to believe that in any material respect
 reasonable accounting records have not been kept, and
 accounts that accord with the accounting records have not been produced
2. to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper
understanding of the accounts to be reached.
John Banks FCCA
Certified Accountant
Beanfield Cottage
Woodend
Ledbury
Herefordshire
HR8 2RR
25th March 2009

