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Aim  

This paper seeks to stimulate thoughts 
and action to consolidate recognition 
of the power of volunteerism, and its 
values of solidarity and commitment, 
in order to enhance volunteerism’s 
contribution to the post-2015 
development framework and the 
well-being of individuals and society 
as a whole.   

 



Questions for further discussion 

1. What could be central joint advocacy themes for new and 
increased recognition of volunteerism in the post-2015 
framework? 

 

2. What can FORUM members do together to achieve 
increased recognition of volunteerism in the post-2015 
framework and how can that be coordinated? 

 

3.   How can IVCO’s reach out to other constituencies and   
      sectors to find areas of common interest for volunteerism     
      and civic  engagement post-2015 and particularly the  
      SDGs? 

 

 

   

 

 

 



Structure of Discussion Paper:  

I. The changing international development context 

II. The process leading to the post-2015 development agenda 

III. Taking stock of the contribution of volunteerism to the 
MDGs  

IV. Critical development issues for the post-2015 development 
framework 

V. How can volunteerism link to the post-2015 development 
framework ?  

VI. Opportunities for FORUM members’ engagement and joint 
action 

Questions for further discussion 



    I. The changing international context- Busan  

“…we realise that the world has changed profoundly since 
development co-operation began over 60 years ago. …” 
 

“We also have a more complex architecture for development 
co-operation, characterised by a greater number of state and 
non-state actors… South-South and triangular co-operation, 
new forms of public-private partnership, and other modalities 
and vehicles for development have become more prominent, 
complementing North-South forms of co-operation.” 

 
2011 Busan partnership for effective development cooperation, par. 4 and 5 

 



 I. The changing international context 

Rio +20 Outcome Document 

Para 3: “We…acknowledge the need to further mainstream sustainable 
development at all levels, integrating economic, social and environmental 
aspects and recognizing their interlinkages, so as to achieve sustainable 
development in all its dimensions.” 

 

Para 43: “Sustainable development requires the meaningful involvement and 
active participation of regional, national and subnational legislatures and 
judiciaries, and all major groups… as well as other stakeholders, including 
local communities, volunteer groups and foundations, migrants and families 
as well as older persons and persons with disabilities.” 



Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): 
- Rio+20 agreed to set Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) as the new 
basis for redefining MDGs with poverty 
eradication as an overarching goal. 

- DESA led facilitation of stakeholder inputs 
through Major Groups System inputting to 
CSD process. 

- Open Working Group of 30 Member 
States will develop basic proposal starting 
Oct 2012 

- High level Political Forum on SD as of Sept 
2013 

- Intergovernmental negotiations in 2014 

- Will come into effect in 2016.   

http://www.uncsd2012.org/about.html 

 I. The changing international context 

The coming years 



Through UN General Assembly Resolution A/RES/66/67 (5 December 2011) 

member states requested the Secretary General to develop 

“…recommendations to further integrate volunteering in peace and 

development during the next decade and beyond” 

 

Report of the Secretary General in 2012 (A/67/153) 

“The International FORUM on Development Service, a global network of 

international volunteer cooperation organizations, explores innovative practices 

and researches contemporary issues in international volunteering and 

development. Recent annual global conferences, hosted by VSO Jitolee of 

Kenya and the Singapore International Foundation, were the largest global 

gatherings on crossborder volunteering.” 

- And other references, such as to the International Framework for CSO 

Development Effectiveness (Busan) 

 

 

 

 I. The changing international context 

The follow up to IYV+10 



• National consultations: up to 100; mid 2012 – mid 
2013, Coordinated by UNDP, supported by UNV* 

• Thematic consultations: led by UN organisations 

• Global conversation: www.worldwewant2015.org 

• Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs):  
 

 
• Countries with national UNV coordinators will include the DRC, India, Egypt, Sudan, Turkey, Burkina Faso, 

Malawi, Mozambique, Niger, Tanzania, Zambia, Timor-Leste, Vietnam, Brazil, and Honduras 

• See http://www.worldwewant2015.org/sitemap for more details on specific contacts for  all 
consultations. 

    II. Snapshot of the process leading to the 
post-2015 development agenda 

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/sitemap


“Volunteerism is an important component of any 

strategy aimed at…poverty reduction, sustainable 

development, health, disaster prevention and 

management, and social integration, and… 

overcoming social exclusion and discrimination. .. 

Volunteering, particularly at the community level,  

will help to achieve the development goals and 

objectives set out in the United Nations  

Millennium Declaration.” 
UN General Assembly Resolution (A/RES/57/106),  

December 2002 

III. Taking stock of the contribution of volunteerism  
to the MDGs  



3 principles 

• Human rights 

• Equality  

• Sustainability 

 



IV. Critical development issues for the post-2015 
development framework 
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IV. Critical development issues for the post-2015 
development framework 

• Different measures… 

• “A consensus has now emerged on the need 
to complement standard economic measures 
with a range of indicators covering other 
dimensions of people’s wellbeing and societal 
progress….  

• Standard numbers, such as GDP, do not 
account for income inequalities… Similarly, 
they do not cover the many important 
services that households produce at home… 

• For example…volunteer activities. Taking such 
dimensions into consideration will give a very 
different picture of performance and progress 
across countries.” (OECD, 2011:63) 

 

 



Wellbeing  
• “A 3D human wellbeing approach adds 

value to the ‘traditional poverty’ lens of 
the MDGs” because “it explicitly integrates 
relational and subjective perspectives on 
human wellbeing. How people relate to 
others and what people feel they can do 
or can be play a strong role in what people 
will actually do and be able to be. 
Secondly, it is a positive perspective. A 
wellbeing focus is respectful of the 
rounded humanity of all people by 
focusing on what people can rather than 
can’t do, be or feel” 



IV. Critical development issues for the post-2015 
development framework 

• Inclusive social development 

• Environmental sustainability 

• Inclusive economic development 

• Peace and security 



VI. Opportunities for FORUM members’ 
engagement and joint action  

1. National Consultations (encourage national constituencies) 

2. Thematic consultations 

3. Reaching out to other sectors/constituencies: non-traditional 
partners, including broad range of civil society and their 
consultation processes 

4. Follow up on the Rio+20 process – opportunity of ‘Volunteer 
Groups’ in Outcome Document = Major Groups+ 

5. Engaging with the post-2015 process, lobby through partner 
governments 

6. Global discussion on well-being and measurement 

7. Forum Strategic Plan 2013 – 2015 

8. Volunteer Action Counts, IVD 



Options for joint action through Forum: 
• Coordinated engagement with national consultations 
• Formulate (joint) substantive papers outlining volunteerism’s 

contribution to development 
• Formulate (joint) policy positions 
• Joint advocacy 
• Contribute to worldwewant2015.org 
• Collect and share good practices of volunteerism’s contribution 

to development 
• Engage with civil society post 2015 platforms such as Beyond 

2015 

 

 
 



Questions for further discussion 

1. What could be central joint advocacy themes for new and 
increased recognition of volunteerism in the post-2015 
framework? 

 

2. What can FORUM members do together to achieve 
increased recognition of volunteerism in the post-2015 
framework and how can that be coordinated? 

 

3.   How can IVCO’s reach out to other constituencies and   
      sectors to find areas of common interest for volunteerism     
      and civic  engagement post-2015 and particularly the  
      SDGs? 

 

 

   

 

 

 



THANK YOU! 


