
Welcome Address IVCO 2010    Deborah Snelson, FORUM Chair 
 
Tena koutou, tena koutou, tena koutou, katoa 
 
That is the New Zealand Maori greeting of welcome – to all people here and a welcome to this 
meeting house. 
 

 Ambassador Ong keng Yong, Ms Euleen Goh,  

 Fellow FORUM members,  

 Representatives from hosting countries and our partner organisations,  

 Delegates to the conference, and other guests.  
 It is my pleasure to welcome you all.  
 
I’d like to start by thanking you, Madam Chair, for the wonderful hospitality at the Networking 
Dinner last night.  I think from the lively conversations, one of the key aims of IVCO meetings - that 
of networking and sharing ideas got off to a very good start.  
 
For 362 days of the year FORUM is a ‘virtual’ global organisation. But once a year for 3 days we 
create the time and opportunity to meet face to face.  As organisations involved in people - to -
people development, international volunteering and cooperative exchange – we really understand 
the importance of this and the strong connections it makes.  
 
I come from a small organisation and a small country but through my involvement with FORUM 
serving on the Executive Board for the past 6 years, I have personally gained so much from my peers 
and my organisation has gained so much from FORUM.  
 
But FORUM is about more than individual organisations gaining, it’s about coming together, sharing 
and working together to strengthen the international volunteering movement. A strong movement 
can play a strong role - as a catalyst for putting in place practical achievements to tackle shared 
development challenges.  There are lots of opportunities where we can, as FORUM, work collectively 
to have even greater impact.  Next year, IYV+10 – ten years on from the international year of the 
volunteer – is one opportunity and we will talk about this later in the week – and there are others.  
 
Over the past 12 months since we last met in Hungary, the downstream impacts of the Global 
Financial Crisis have become much clearer.  As agencies involved in international development we 
have seen at first hand how this is manifesting in developing countries.  
 
But is has also had a large impact on several FORUM members. Governments’ overseas 
development assistance programmes have been reduced in relative terms and resources for our 
members have become more difficult to access.  
 
There is much emphasis on results-based delivery, accountability and cost-efficiency.  Across the 
world there are discussions on aid and development effectiveness underway.  
 
It is important that international volunteering features in these discussions as the outcomes of the 
Open Forum on Development Effectiveness process will shape which agencies remain key players in 
the future in the increasingly political world of international development. This is a good example 
where we can as a ‘peak body’ engage in high level discussions, backed up by all FORUM members 
contributing to the process in their respective countries. This is how we will strengthen international 
volunteering and add-value within our own countries as governments and civil society choose to 
support our work – because they see it as effective and they see it supported in other countries too. 



 
In planning the programme for this conference the FORUM Executive Board and Singapore 
International Foundation staff have a vision of several things:   
 

 deepening our understanding about Asian perspectives,  

 exploring challenges and seeing the opportunities – of promoting youth-led development 
and how we respond to climate change.   

 
We see the potential for: 

 establishing new networks and learning groups;  

 building partnerships and collaborative programmes,  

 identifying where collectively we can have an impact.  
 
For those of you new to an IVCO meeting you may think these are grand ideas typically included in a 
welcome address.  But based on my past experience we will achieve all of this over the next few 
days – and more. 
 
Again for those of you new to an IVCO conference we recognise that the meeting is held in English 
which for many of you is not your first language. I do ask delegates for whom it is their first language 
to be aware of this.  Many of us through FORUM know each other well and can end up talking our 
own ‘tribal language’ with concepts and short hand phrases and because we are passionate we can 
end up talking fast.  Everyone - please feel able to ask people to slow down.  
 
Every question that helps you understand more is important and it is important you ask it.  Be that in 
the various sessions or afterwards.  Members of the FORUM Executive Board and the FORUM 
Coordinator are wearing maroon coloured badges – so please feel free to approach any one of us.  
 
In closing I would like to express my deep appreciation to Jean Tan, Executive Director of the 
Singapore International Foundation and the IVCO Organising Committee for graciously hosting IVCO 
2010.  Jean, I am sure you remember when we were flying back together from Cambodia to 
Singapore with Christina after IVCO 2008.  We had been busy talking about the conference when 
Jean turned to me and said “I have decided that SIF will join FORUM, and I would like to offer to host 
IVCO 2010”.  As you can see IVCO conferences do inspire people!  
 
I wish us all a productive meeting - and I am sure that it will strengthen the commitment we share of 
reaching to create a fairer, more caring and socially just world. 
 
Tena koutou, tena koutou, tena koutou, katoa 
 


